
May 17, 2018 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 
to adopt the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to read the minutes of the May 8th meeting.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 8th meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded 
the motion and the motion carried unanimously.    
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board an engagement arrangement with Government Management Group for either a three 
year arrangement or a five year arrangement for preparing the Cost Allocation Audit.  A/T Hanson explained that we have used 
Government Management Group for several years and been happy with the result.  Donna also noted that for the contract 
ended in 2018, the county was paying $3,275 for the past three years, and the new contract would be at a rate of $3,300.  
Commissioner Redland made a motion to enter into the agreement with GMG for a five year term.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought before the board an application for an Exempt Permit for Minnesota Lawful Gambling for the Moving 
Flom Forward organization for raffle drawing on August 25, 2018, during Flom Farm Fest.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve the Exempt Permit for Moving Flom Forward, Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Kristine, “Kiki”, Anderson, Director of the Northwest Private Industry Council presented information regarding the 
Northwest Minnesota Workforce Development Board.  Ms. Anderson shared information regarding upcoming training 
opportunities through the NWPIC with MN employers being eligible for reimbursement of these trainings by applying for an 
Incumbent Worker Grant.  Ms. Anderson also presented a Joint Powers Agreement for the seven county group of the 
Northwest Workforce Service Area.   Commissioner Hall made a motion to enter into the two year JPA with NW Work Force 
Service Area for the counties of Kittson, Marshall, Norman, Pennington, Polk, Red Lake and Roseau.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Aimee Eggen, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health, entered the board meeting with a request for approval to accept two 
additional donations for the bike rodeo from Lee Bros. and Ada Body Shop, both in the amount of $20.  Commissioner Hall 
made a motion to accept the donations from Ada Body Shop and Lee Bros., Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach called for a short break.   
 
At 9:55 a.m. Commissioner Bommersbach called the meeting back to order and Bob Ramstad presented the Road and Bridge 
agenda.  The first item of business brought forward was an Application for Maintenance Work on Drainage Ditch with regard 
to Judicial Ditch 54 to remove brush and trees the entire length of the ditch.  This petition was signed by six landowners 
assessed to Judicial 54.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the petition to clean brush 
and trees as requested.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of discussion was a request to purchase a road maintenance piece of equipment from Bert’s Truck Equipment.  
Mr. Ramstad explained that they have been disking the shoulders of the gravel roads and this has caused large chunks of sod 
that don’t want to break up.  Therefore, Bob had asked Bert’s Truck Equipment if they could try this piece of equipment and 
they agreed to let them use it for a few days to see how it worked.  Bob was very impressed with the results and felt the 
county should purchase this equipment.  After further discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve purchase 
of the 312 Road Maintainer from Bert’s Truck Equipment for $13,750.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   
 
Mr. Ramstad also noted that seasonal road restrictions were to go off today, May 17th, for the entire State of Minnesota.  
Bob also noted that they would be working on crack sealing in the City of Gary, routing this week and then sealing the 
following week.  Bob also mentioned that they would be working together with Norman County SWCD installing sheet piling 
in several areas where sloughing has been occurring on CSAH 17.  There are 9 locations on CSAH 17, and only 4 to 5 will be 
repaired this year working with matching funding available through SWCD.  Bob also mentioned there are 5 to 6 sloughing 
locations on CR 129, but none of these will be able to be repaired this year.   
 
Approximately 10:20 a.m. A/T Hanson gave the board an update on activities within her office from Monday the 14th, to 
Wednesday the 16th at noon, stating she and her dedicated staff of two had collected $2,529,146.44 in current year taxes, 
along with processing several deeds and mortgages, collecting an additional $10,962.84 in delinquent taxes, and ditch 
assessments of an additional $40,500.79 from entities benefitted from the ditch, but not receiving tax statements to apply the 
specials to, as well as miscellaneous receipts for a number of other business invoices as well as mineral rights being collected.   
Donna noted that in the 2 ½ days they had collected 40% of the collection they had made since April 1st.   Ms. Hanson also 
updated the board a bit on the Election Training the staff had received and also noted that the old election equipment was 
scheduled to be recycled on May 23rd or 24th and the new equipment would be arriving on May 29th.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, entered the meeting with an update on the landfill permit process.  Mr. Johanson stated 
that since he and Commissioner Bommersbach had attended the AMC Legislative Conference there has been a conference call 
with legislators, MPCA Commissioner Stine and others involved in the process.  Garry stated that Representative Marquart 



wants something done as well as Commissioner Stine.  An onsite inspection was done again last week with the new hydrologist 
in place, and with a recent phone call, Garry anticipates that the permit will be approved.  Garry also stated that there is 
legislation being written that would allow counties to write the permits as had been done in the past, but he does not expect 
that this will go anywhere this year.   
 
Mr. Johanson also noted that he has been working with Aimee Eggen, to update his portion of the county website.  He has 
updated the narratives and Aimee is adding some pictures as well as permits.  He stated this was going to make a huge 
difference to his portion of the website.   
 
Garry then talked about the mandatory training provided by MCIT held May 9th with Deb Sletten.  Garry also noted that after 
the training, he and Deb Sletten, along with Kelly Kappes, custodian, had done a walk thru of the building and Deb had pointed 
out a few items of concern.  Mr. Johanson noted that several of these items had already been addressed, and he was working 
on a few others.   
 
Garry also highlighted the upcoming Emergency Management Training for Elected and Senior Officials coming up on 
Wednesday, June 20, 2018, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Shooting Star Casino facilitated by Minnesota Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management Director Joe Kelly.  Mr. Johanson offered the option of ride sharing by meeting at the Hwy Dept on 
June 20th and heading over to the event together.  He also noted that he would be having Becker County representatives at the 
June 21st board meeting along with Glenn Visser, and Al’s Disposal, to discuss household hazardous waste and see how Becker 
County handles their HHW to see if we can implement any new ideas in Norman County.  Mr. Johanson also brought forward 
the billing received from the Hwy Dept for snow removal at the recycling area.  He noted that he had not been billed in the 
past, and had not budgeted for this, and had no communication from the Hwy Dept before being presented with the billing.  
Discussion followed with regard to the snow removal and billing process and this will be discussed at a later time.   
 
At 10:45 a.m. Kelly Kappes, Custodian, brought before the commissioners a proposal from Dakota Plumbing regarding 
downspouts around the skylight that have cracked and are leaking into the building.  The consensus of the board was that the 
repair needed to get done, so Mr. Kappes will be contacting Robert Umphrey of Dakota Plumbing.  Discussion was also held 
regarding the evergreens in front of the courthouse.  Mr. Kappes stated that he feels the west tree is leaning even more 
toward the courthouse since it was damaged a couple years ago and feels it should be taken down as well as the east 
evergreen due to the damage to it in the summer storm a few years ago.  No decision at this time.   
 
At 10:55 a.m. Attorney James Brue entered the meeting.  James noted that he had talked with A/T Hanson regarding the 
request for overtime for her staff for Election Hours earlier in the week and that they would like to meet with the Staffing 
Committee.  A meeting of the Staffing Committee was set for Wednesday, May 23rd, at 1:00 p.m.   
 
Attorney Brue also brought before the board that in the past the board had given approval to lease the wood chipper owned 
by the county to the Mudslingers for a nominal fee.  He noted the Mudslingers would also like to be able to lease the new 
maintainer for use on the trails in the same type of arrangement.  Consensus of the board was to allow this.   
 
Attorney Brue also noted that purchase of the land for the proposed highway building was finally moving ahead.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach reminded commissioners of the June 14th AMC District meeting being hosted by Norman County at 
the Norman County Coliseum.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach then asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills as presented.  Commissioner 
Gunderson made a motion to approve the bills as presented: 
 
Road & Bridge - $7,970.99   Revenue - $10,485.91  Building - $158.33 
    
Public Health - $1,872.31   County Homes - $187.56  TOTAL - $20,675.10 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Seeing no further business before the board, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner 
Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting at 11:10 a.m. 
 
 
 
  
 
____________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 
Steven M. Bommersbach, Chairman of the Board   Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


